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Course Description:

In this course you will learn about ancient civilizations (review); origins of Greece and Rome (review); the Middle Ages; the Renaissance; the age of exploration and conquest; the birth of democracy; and the age of imperialism. You will also learn the names and locations of countries on each continent.
Bring to class:

· Textbook

· Pencils
· 3-ring notebook with pockets
· Book to read for pleasure, if needed
· A positive attitude!

Course goals:

· Identify important people and their ideas
· Correctly read and interpret different types of maps
· Understand the rise and fall of many nations
· Discover how geography has affected the history of nations
· Discover how scientific discoveries have affected the history of the whole world
Classroom Expectations/Rules

· All written work should be neat and readable – take your time.
· If you are having trouble understanding a topic or with an assignment – ASK FOR HELP
· If you are absent from class, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out from me what assignments you missed.  
· Required attendance as per the policy in the student handbook.
· Rules
· Students are expected to respect others and their property.  They will be courteous and cooperative to all, allowing others the right to learn.
· Students are expected to be prepared, self-motivated, and willing to work and study to their ability.
· Students are expected to communicate openly, honestly, and respectfully.
· Students are expected to obey the adults in charge.
· Students are expected to follow all school and room rules and are responsible for their own behavior.
Grading Procedures

· Late papers will be marked down.  Your assignment grade will drop 10% for every day it is late. Exception: If you are absent, you will have as many days as you were gone to get the missed work turned in.
· Class work or homework that earns a grade below a “C” may be redone for a better grade.  It is up to you to take this opportunity – I will not remind you.  Redone assignments must be turned in within three class periods from when they were returned to you, unless otherwise arranged with me. 

· Tests will be given at the end of every two chapters (with a couple of exceptions).  We will review in class for these tests.

· Your grade each semester will be calculated using the following formula:

· Class work/homework   35%

· Tests   45%

· Notebook checks   20%

(Of course, there is also a final exam which will count as 20% of your overall semester grade.)

